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TEBCO NEWS – December 2009. 

 
MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL 

 

 
 

From ALL Staff here at  The Electric Bicycle Co  we wish  
ALL current and future customers  a SAFE and HAPPY Festive Season . 

 
We also wish you good health and good fortune in 20 10. 

 
XMAS Trading Hours:   
 
The Electric Bicycle Co will be closed from midday on Thursday December 24  and will re-open 
for normal business trading on Monday January 4, 2010 . 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



This Month Funnies:   
 
Why we should not flirt!!!!!!!  
 
A couple were invited to a swanky family masked fancy dress Halloween party  
 
The wife got a terrible headache and told her husband to go to the party alone.  
 
He, being a devoted husband, protested, but she argued and said she was going to take some 
aspirin and go to bed and there was no need for his good time to be spoiled by not going. 
 
So he took his costume and away he went.  
 
The wife, after sleeping soundly for about an hour, woke without pain and as it was still early, decided 
to go to the party.  
 
As her husband didn't know what her costume was, she thought she would have some fun by 
watching her husband to see how he acted when she was not with him. 
 
So she joined the party and soon spotted her husband in his costume, cavorting around on the dance 
floor, dancing with every nice 'chick' he could and copping a little feel here and a little kiss there. 
 
His wife went up to him and being a rather seductive babe herself, he left his new partner high and 
dry and devoted his time to her. 
 
She let him go as far as he wished, naturally, since he was her husband. 
 
After more drinks he finally whispered a little proposition in her ear and she agreed, so off they went 
to one of the cars and had passionate intercourse in the back seat.  
 
Just before unmasking at midnight, she slipped away and went home and put the costume away and 
was sitting up reading when he came in, so she asked what kind of time he had. 
 
'Oh, the same old thing - you know I never have a good time when you're not there.' Then she asked, 
'Did you dance much?' 
 
He replied, 'I'll tell you, I never even danced one dance when I got there, I met Pete, Bill Brown and 
some other guys, so we went into the spare room and played poker all evening.' 
 
'You must have looked really silly wearing that costume playing poker all night!' she said with 
unashamed sarcasm.  
 
To which the husband replied - 'Actually, I gave my costume to my Dad………..apparent ly he had 
the time of his life ’. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
New Suppliers 
 
Since The Electric Bicycle Co  imported the first commercial shipment of Electric Bicycles into Australia in 
December 1998, we have seen a procession of so called competitors / would be imitators attempt to duplicate 
our business model. 
 
Almost without exception it has followed the same pattern. An entity starts up and imports 1 or 2 containers of 
second rate product. They sell this product into the market – either through short sighted retailers or direct to 
customer via internet sales etc. 
 
The entity invariably fails within 3 to 6 months – going out of business and leaving a trail of destruction behind 
them by way of dissatisfied customers who have no back-up service or spare parts availability. 
 



Recently we have seen an increase in product being offered around the traps by new suppliers. The problem 
for customers going forward will only get worse as more and more of these ‘shonky / fly by nighters’  come 
and go’ 
 
Indeed right at the moment there is what some in the industry would call ‘a reputable supplier’  of standard 
mechanical bicycles who is licking their wounds  from a foray into the electric bicycle industry – indeed they 
have stale stock  which they have been unable to move and are now offering this product on e-bay at under 
half the price  they originally ‘hawked’  it to bicycle retailers. 
 
YES I agree – this is business – and there must not be barriers to entry for entities who want to become 
involved in the electric bicycle industry – however we urge ALL  potential customers – whether they be retail 
outlets or general public customers to do your homework – be diligent in your assessment of suppliers – and 
most importantly – choose carefully having considered ALL  factors – price, suitability, reliability, after sales 
service, spare parts availability. 
 
Golden Rule : – IT’S YOUR MONEY – SPEND IT WISELY. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

24V versus 36V  
  
We have had a number of enquiries over recent months from customers stating that there is an abundance of 
alternative product available on the net at prices considerably lower than our suggested retail prices. 
  
We have reviewed many of these web sites / listings on e-bay etc – and in many cases the product offered is 
24V and not 36V as ALL  of TEBCO’s  products are. 
  
I cannot stress enough that there is a HUGE difference between the performances of 24V as compared to 36V 
– a HUGE difference. 
  
Advantages of 36V: 
  

1. Performance - The major difference is in PERFORMANCE - 36V has FAR greater TORQUE and 
POWER. It takes off better and has considerably more ‘hill climbing’  ability.  

  
2. Stability - 36V offers enhanced STABILITY of controller / motor reliability and life expectancy.  

  
3. Longevity  – Reduced cable and connection stress on 36V systems as opposed to 24V systems 

ensure a lesser degree of ‘burn-out / fatigue’  throughout the power system.  
 

4. Range – Quite simply a 36V system is a bigger bucket of electricity to allow you to travel further with 
more assistance. 

  
Companies offering 24V systems usually DO NOT advise potential customers that the system is indeed 24V – 
they rely upon the naivety of customers in this regard – be aware – advise your customers to be aware – avoid 
24V wherever possible – 36V is a FAR SUPERIOR product. 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

New Pricing  
 
You are all aware that the Australian Dollar has regained a lot of its strength after it was ‘smashed’  as a result 
of the WEC. 
 
To reflect this The Electric Bicycle Co  has realigned most prices for our range of electric bicycles. 
 
ALL prices for ALL  models are listed at bottom of this newsletter. 
 
The Electric Bicycle Co  has been the ‘price setter’  for electric bicycles and electric tricycles since we 
imported the first commercial shipment in December 1998 and we will continue to be so in the future. 
 
We will offer quality  product at affordable prices offering value  to our customers who will enjoy reliability  and 
serviceability  throughout the life of their bicycle or tricycle. 
 
This is not a hollow promise on what we can deliver – we have been doing it for 11 years now while we see a 
continual stream of ‘so-called competitors’ around us fall by the way side. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.electricbicycle.com.au/


Vacation time in China. 
 
Qingdao is a major holiday destination 500km south east of Beijing. Here are some snaps of ‘peak’ holiday 
season in Qingdao 
 

  

  

  

  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
2009 Interbike – Las Vegas  
 

 
In September we visited the 2009 Interbike Bicycle Show in Las Vegas, USA. - Here is the next instalment 
for your enjoyment. 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
November Competition Winner: 
 

 

 

The winner of our November Competition was Rob 
Sullivan from Rock and Road Cycles, Wangaratta, 
Vic. 
 
Rob wasn’t 100% accurate – but his answer “Re-
wiring a Lithium Battery Pack” was the closest. 
 
In actual fact our technician Nicko was indeed 
‘transplanting’ a lithium battery assemble from one  
outer battery pack to a different type all our curr ent 
models are available in either Sealed Lead Acide or  
Lithium versions.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
December Competition – there is something wrong wit h this pic? 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This is our XMAS Tree in our 
Showroom at Head Office – but 
there is something wrong with 
this picture. 
 
To win a box of Honka Hootas 
just tell us what it is – and you 
too could win a FREE box of 
Honka Hoota Bicycle Air Horns.?  

 
This Months Featured Customer 

 

 
 
This month we feature Ms Robyn 
Richardson from Donvale, Vic. 
 
Robyn unfortunately was 
diagnosed some time ago with 
MS – but thanks to her new 
Transporter Tricycle she now has 
regained her mobility and 
independence. 
 
 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



2009 HONKA HOOTAS 
 

We took Australia’s largest volume selling HORN or BELL  and made them even BETTER!!! 
 

ALL NEW  images inside – upgraded MERCHANDISING BOX – IMPROVED PACKAGING . 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Merchandising Box 24 Assorted Colors  
“THE BEST IMPULSE PURCHASE ITEM YOU CAN EVER STOCK IN A BICYCLE STORE” 

 
If you do not have a box of Honka Hoota’s  adjacent to your cash register – 

Then you are obviously ALLERGIC  to MONEY!!! 
 

NEW HORNS. 
 
We have recently added 3 NEW HORNS to our range – a ‘Girls Trumpet Horn’ , a ‘Boys Trumpet 
Horn’  and an ‘Outback Survival Horn’ . 
 
DESIGNED BY AUSTRALIANS FOR AUSTRALIANS. 
 

   
Girls Bike Horn Boys Bike Horn Outback Survival Hor n 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 



TEBCO 2009 Models 
2009 Transporter Electric Tricycle  

 
 
Features:  

·  20in 36 Spoke Front & Rear Wheels 
·  High Efficiency 200 Brushless Motor  
·  Max Speed – 20kmh / Max Range – 40kms  
·  Head Light, Tail Light, Brake Light, Turning Indicators 
·  Speedometer, Battery Status Indicator 
·  Adjustable Seat Height 
·  Huge Cargo Basket & Lockable Basket Cover 
·  Free SAFETY VEST / Free Heavy Duty CABLE LOCK 
·  No Licence or Registration Required 

Suggested Retail Price - $2,199.00 (Incl GST) plus freight SEALED LEAD ACID version 
 

*NOW WITH SHIMANO 3 SPEED INNER HUB GEARS  

 
2009 Commuter 700c Electric Bicycle 

 
Features:  

�  700c Wheels 
�  Max Speed - 28kmh / Max Range - 50kms 
�  200W High Efficiency Brushless Motor  
�  21 Speed Shimano EZ Fire 
�  Alivio Cranks / Acera Derailleur 
�  Lithium Battery Power 
�  Weight 26kg 
�  Speedometer / Battery Gauge 
�  Alloy Frame /  Front Suspension  

Suggested Retail Price - $1,999.00 (Incl GST) plus freight. 
 



2009 Cruiser Nomad Electric Bicycle 

 
Features:  

·  26in Wheels 
·  Max Speed – 26kmh 
·  Max Range – 40kms 
·  Hi Torque 200W High Efficiency Brushless Hub Motor 
·  Single Speed Simplicity 
·  Speedometer, Battery Status Indicator 
·  Full Alloy Construction 
·  Front Suspension 
·  No Licence or Registration Required 

Suggested Retail Price - $1,299.00 (Incl GST) plus freight SEALED LEAD ACID  version 
 
Note: For Lithium version add $400 each bicycle. 
2009 Trekker Folding Electric Bicycle 

 
Features:  

·  20in Wheels 
·  Max Speed – 26kmh 
·  Max Range – 40kms 
·  200W High Efficiency Brushless Hub Drive Motor 
·  7 Speed Shimano Gears 
·  Full Alloy Construction 
·  Complimentary Stowage Bag and Back Pack 
·  Adjustable Seat Height 
·  Front and Rear Suspension 
·  No Licence or Registration Required 

Suggested Retail Price - $1,599.00 (Incl GST) plus freight SEALED LEAD ACID  version 
 
Note: For Lithium version add $400 each bicycle. 
 



2009 “HURRICANE” Conversion Kit (Bicycle Not Includ ed) 
Turn just about any standard 26in or 700c bike into a powerful, state of the art electric bicycle. 

 
Features:  

·  26in / 700c Rim 
·  Max Speed – 28kmh 
·  Max Range – 50kms 
·  200W High Efficiency Brushless Hub Drive Motor 
·  No Licence or Registration Required 
·  Lead Acid or Lithium-Ion Battery Option 
·  Includes Motor, Battery Pack, Charger, and Accelerator Assy, 
·  No Licence or Registration Required 
·  DIY Fitting or Factory Fitting (Extra) 

Suggested Retail Price - $1,099.00 (Incl GST) plus freight. SEALED LEAD ACID  version  
 
Note: For Lithium version add $400 each bicycle. 
Lithium Battery Technology 
The Electric Bicycle Co  now has a new range of super light weight Lithium-Ion  batteries available 
for ALL MODELS.  
 
That’s right – regardless of the model your customer requires we can upgrade from SEALED LEAD 
ACID to LITHIUM ION batteries – cost to upgrade is $400. 
 
LITHIUM ION batteries offer 3 distinct advantages over SEALED LEAD ACID  batteries: 
1. Weight – 36V 10Ah LITHIUM ION pack 4kg / 36V 12-15Ah SEALED LEAD ACID  pack 13kg 
2. Longevity - 36V 10Ah LITHIUM ION pack up to 800 re-charges / 36V 12-15Ah SEALED LEAD 

ACID pack up to 300 re-charges 
3. Lifetime performance – LITHIUM ION performance will stay stable over entirety of their life 

whereas SEALED LEAD ACID  will start to deteriorate and reduce in range travelled right from 
very first usage. 

 
And also don’t forget – ALL our Electric Bicycles a nd Electric Tricycles come standard with 
Kenda 924 tyres, slimed thorn proof tubes, a heavy duty cable lock and safety vest FREE OF 
CHARGE. 
 
TEBCO Web Site 
If you haven’t already accessed our fabulous new Web Site, please do so if you have a spare minute 
or two- simply click on this link: 
 
www.electricbicycle.com.au 
 
HONKA HOOTA International Site 
If you haven’t already logged onto our Honka Hoota site please do so 
 
www.honkahoota.com 


